April showers bring May flowers.

May

-English Proverb-

2020

SAREA HIGHLITES

The Spring Luncheon, scheduled for May 21st,
has been canceled. Please stay home and stay safe.

WSSRA Convention Baskets
These baskets raise funds for our foundation
which in turn provides scholarships.
Dear SAREA and WSSRA Retirees
I am very excited to have the opportunity to make our baskets
again for convention in October. I decorated Christmas trees
for Spokane’s “Christmas Tree Elegance” at the Davenport
Hotel for 20 years and am honored to make baskets for us.
I have some supplies but am in need for addition items to
make our baskets beautiful. Here are items that would be
greatly appreciated:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Cash - To help make item in baskets to match each theme.
Any unused ribbon in rolls
BBQ items - Mitts, spatula, rubs, etc…
Garden Items - Knee pad, seeds, trowel, etc…
Dollar Store “Cellophane bags”
Any “Packaged” snacks that go with wine - nuts, salami,
crackers etc…
Thank you for all your wonderful support.

Respectfully,
Cookie
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From our President, Brad Beal
I hope this newsletter finds you and family members in good health during this very
trying time. The CDC continues to encourage our age group to be vigilant in
following the guidelines provided by the national and state authorities until further
notice.
Kathy and I live in a multigenerational home and we have the privilege of helping out
with our 5th grade grandson’s education. Our daughter is downstairs instructing her
Whitworth University education students. I look forward to hearing about your
adventures during this unique time in history.
My focus this newsletter is on the area of volunteering. The WSSRA Executive
Board and our Executive Director Alan Burke have encouraged us to start filling out
WSSRA/Unit Volunteer Activity Forms. The purpose is for us to calculate an
estimated number of volunteer hours generated by members on an annual basis.
The information will help the association document our impact in the community.
Volunteer hours by definition means unit/WSSRA volunteer hours and volunteer
community service outside WSSRA.
I am interested in learning about volunteer opportunities that you have decided to
invest in during the virus outbreak as well as the volunteering you do yearly, monthly
or daily within community. The Spokane County Meals on Wheels in Spokane Valley
has been very pleased with our quick response to making masks for their clients and
volunteers. If you feel the calling to make masks, please let me know. They are still in
need.
Please use the following email address to send us information about your volunteer
efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic. This is in addition to the form in this edition
of the newsletter. (b67beal@gmail.com)
See Community Service Hours insert…
Sincerely,
Brad Beal
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Legislative Update
The 2020 Washington State Legislative session ended on March 12th. Plan 1 retirees
will see a 3% increase this summer, our Plan 3 bill passed, and significant progress
has been made on prescription drug prices. Plan 2/3 retirees will see their usual
inflation based increase on July 1st. The Medicare Eligible Healthcare Benefit
remains $183 per month.
Legislation to lower the retirement age in Plan 2/3 and legislation to pay a pension
for the full month of a death did not make it out of committee.
Our intent is to press forward and ask our legislators to make the 3% COLA
permanent in the next session. With the financial impact of the Covid19 virus on the
state budget, that is probably an uphill effort. The legislature won't be meeting again
until January 2021. In the meantime it might be interesting to share ways that
members have found to save money in their own budgets. Here is one example. The
Spokesman Review is now in the process of dropping the Saturday edition so it will
be down to a six day delivery. By switching ones subscription to four day delivery,
Wed-Thurs-Fri-Sun,the price drops substantially. That rate is $33.60 for 8 weeks,
$54.60 for 13 weeks, and $109.20 for 26 weeks. With this subscription the e-edition
is included free so you can read the Mon-Tues-Sat papers on your computer. As a
bonus you can make the print as large as you want. The e-edition is easy to set up
and it arrives every morning in ones email. If you know of other savings that might
interest our members please let us know. We will be happy to pass them along.
Legislative Committee Members
Kathy Albi and Patricia Anderson
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Scholarships to Aspiring Gradua3ng Seniors
2020 in District E7

On November 5. 2019. Tara Teitzel, WSSRA Office Manager, unveiled the
Scholarship Packet for the 2020 Season. The ink on the checks were not even dry for
the previous year and training was beginning anew. Letters from the President, Pam
Francis went forth to all high school principals, counselors, scholarship advisors and
high school seniors in public and private high schools in the state of Washington
explaining how to access the five scholarships offered by WSSRA, PEMCO, and the
WSSRA Foundation.
Each applicant must have a high school gpa of 3.0 or better, be graduating from a high
school in the State of Washington, and have expressed a desire to work in a public or
private school setting. Teacher? No! But a related education field, i.e. counselor,
speech therapist, occupational therapist, physical therapist, or psychologist. WSSRA,
PEMCO, WSSRA Foundation, SAREA Foundation have committed $77.6k each year
to this cause. In addition SAREA, Spokane Area Retired Educations have committed
and additional $5,000 to scholarship for those demonstrating need. Pam and Les
Francis, Marilyn Richards and the SAREA Conference Committee have committed
any excess scholarship funds from the Retiree’s Conference to PAW, Perseverance,
Academics and Worthiness. The committee chose to honor not only academics but
character and community effort and work ethic.
The following 11 scholarships were awarded
(the name of the applicant is not be given):
#1. WSSRA Foundation (one time), $2,500 to a student at Spokane Valley Tech.
Will attend EWU.
#2. Robert D Handy (up to 4 years), $900, Each year, student at Ferris received
the first one.
#3, Robert D Handy (up to 4 years), $900. Each year, with a student from NW
Christian receiving the Second Handy Scholarship.
#4. There were no applications for the Neil Prescott Student Teaching/intern
scholarship of $1,000.
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NOTE: We contacted EWU, WSU, Gonzaga, Whitworth,
& after 2 weeks received one application.
A Whitworth University student applied for the $1,000 scholarship.
The following 7 scholarships were granted from SAREA and other local funds:
#5. West Valley ($1,000) going to U. of Montana;
#6. Lakeside, ($1,000) Attending Whitworth University;
#7. Oakesdale ($1,000) going to Montana St. (this scholarship was referred to
WSU Agricultural Education.)
#8. Reardon ($1,000) going to CWU;
#9. Riverside, ($1,000) going to WSU;
#10. Lakeside ($2,000) PAW EWU;
#11. Ferris HS, ($1,000) going to BYU.
Congratulations to all the HS Graduates and have a career in
Making a Difference in Education!
The following are E7 Reading Committee members:
Brad Beal, SAREA President. Kathy Beal. SAREA Treasurer; Cookie Billups,
SAREA Membership Chair;* Kathy Braid, SAREA Newsletter Chair; Bill Braid,
husband; Alice Davis, President, Whitman County Unit 33; *Dixie Eggleston,
Bereavement Chair; *Sandy Ellersick, President, Unit #18, Pend Oreille Country;
Pam Francis, WSSRA President;
*Susan Hadway, first year retiree; *Carol Hays, Health Committee; *Jeff Hunter,
Community Relations; Don Kackman, E7 Coordinator; Bill Marvin, SAREA Vice
President; *Jan McFarland, Mini Grants; Carol McGurk, SAREA Foundation; Pat
Perrenoud, New Retiree; Marilyn Richards, SAREA Secretary; Charlotte Schelling,
Hospitality; Kathy Williams, New Retiree.
*were unable to attend the Scholarship Reading on March 4, 2020 at ESD 101.
Submitted by Les Francis
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Special Letter
from
Honorary Member

What a welcome surprise came in my
mailbox April 17, 2020. I received a letter
from the Executive Director of WSSRA
Association Alan Burke, with the news that I
had been honored with the Membership
Award! The Journal had published in May June 2019, a page about the recipients of the
Honorary Lifetime Membership, with the
Unit 15 members, Colleen Poole and Dr. Bill
Laws, friends in Okanogan County S.R.A. I
had joined WSRTA Unit 15 in February
1989, some 30 years ago, as an active
member and then moved to Spokane in
October, 2008, where I joined Unit 25,
S.A.R.E.A.
This school year has included my 100th
birthday on November 8, 2019 and now this
special Honorary Lifetime Membership
effective June 30, 2020, in W.S.S.R.A.
Thank you kindly for this special recognition
for my years devoted to education.
In Christian Love,
Ruth Parman

Volunteer Opportunities
Too many children in our
community may not have
adequate representation as they
make their way through the
complicated and sometimes
frightening legal system, and you
may be able to help.
The CASA Program represents
over 800 children each year who
are alleged to have been abused,
neglected, or abandoned.
Volunteers do an independent
investigation and make
recommendations to the court,
acting in the best interest of the
child. The juvenile court system is
looking for folks who are at least
21 years of age, have good
communication skills, an insured
vehicle and a valid driver”s
license.
If this interests you contact Patrick
Donahue at 477-2469. You could
have a potential impact on the
quality of a child”s life.
Submitted by John Hunter
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Greater Spokane County
Meals on Wheels
contacted us to help
because we have assisted
them in the past. They
are in need of help right
now. The CDC has put
into place that all of their
volunteers need to wear
face masks. With the
price gouging that is
happening, prices are
anywhere from $5-10 per
mask. They are in need
of people to make face
masks for their
volunteers and clients. If
you can help please take
them to 12101 E.
Sprague.

Kathy Braid delivering
26 masks she made.

Kathy Beal delivering
20 masks she made.

Sharon Giampietri
made 20 masks.

Kathy re-purposed Crown Royal bags into masks.
The top of the bag & the drawstring was cut and
sewn on the mask to hold it in place.
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SAREA Contacts
SAREA Box 823
Spokane,WA 99210

In Memoriam

Brad Beal, President
509-466-3561

Virginia Danke
Barbara Hyer
William Schweiter
Kathleen Veltri

SAREA Website:
spokanearearetirede
ducators.org

Other Contacts
WSSRA Office
1-800-544-5219
WSSRA Messages
1-800-544-5219
Legislative Hotline
1-800-200-1004

Spokane Area Retired Educator Association
P.O. Box 823
Spokane,Washington 99212
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